
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A new year – and a new building (almost) 
 

Welcome back! We enter our second your of revitalizing our worship 

life at PTS, and we’re adding some exciting new aspects to the chapel 

program. Next week we would like to say something about the new 

structure of our worship weeks and new personnel that are here to help 

you prepare lead worship; but this week we would like to tell you more 

about the way Hicks will look when (hopefully!) we return there some 

time this term.  

 

As you know from the President’s bulletins, this summer the inside of 

Hicks was completely repainted. If you look at the pictures (see the 

“recent picture” page of the E-Prologue) you’ll see that we used blue 

and white and flipped the color scheme so that the white walls have 

given way to a warmer interior.  

 

In addition, all pews in the center of the chapel have been removed (the 

wood went to good causes) and are replaced by wooden chairs, which 

arrived on campus just last week. Rather than setting them up all facing 

the front, the chairs will most regularly be set up in a square or circle. 

Facing each other in worship, this will create a much more intimate 

atmosphere.  

 

At the center of this square will be a table and pulpit designed by a 

Presbyterian pastor and liturgical artist, Erich Thompson (http://

erichthompson.net). If you’ve ever been at the Montreat Conference 

Center, you may have seen his work there in the chapel. The table will 

be square, to support the way the chairs will be set up but also to un-

derscore that there is no 

head to the table but the 

Lord who is inviting 

you. The pulpit will be 

moveable but still clear-

ly recognizable different 

from a lectern: preach-

ing is different than lecturing! In addition, Erich is design-

ing a matching font that will greet us right at the entrance 

of the sanctuary and daily remind us of the waters of bap-

tism through which we enter into God’s presence.  

 

Currently, we are talking with a local artist to commission new communion ware that will better fit the 

size of the chapel, and we are exploring the possibility of banners in the colors of the liturgical year.  The 

new liturgical furniture will be introduced at the end of term I, the week of Reformation Day (October 31) 

and All Saints (November 1). Before that, the chapel will have to be completely cleaned, the floor will be 

leveled, and carpet will be installed to support the use of the chairs. In addition, an acoustician will help 

us determine what all these changes did to the acoustics in the building. All soundboards have been re-

moved for the paintjob, and we’re hoping that, with the effect of the new carpet, only few of those will 

have to return.  

 

All of this means we might not actually return to Hicks until the end of October. We think these exciting 

changes are worth the wait though! In the meantime we will worship in the John Knox Room, which is 

the former chapel of the seminary and therefore a welcoming place to our worship. Chapel takes place, as 

last year, Monday through Thursday from 11:30am till noon.       

 

Chapel This Week: 

 

Chapel begins on Tuesday with Convocation, to be held in the auditorium, with Dr. Carl preaching.   

 

The chapel team will be leading worship this Wednesday and Thursday, as well as next week.  We will be 

exploring texts from the first two chapters of Acts as we celebrate our communal life and the blessings we 

have received through the Holy Spirit.   
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Tuesday 

9.4.2012 

 

CONVOCATION 
 

Dr. Carl preaching 
 

*worship will be 
held in auditorium* 

Wednesday 

9.5.2012 

 

Acts 1:3-5 

Thursday 

9.6.2012 

 

Acts 1:6-14 
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Dr. Hancock  

presiding 
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